
AP Psychology 

(2020  Fall Semester) 
 

Course Purpose 
The AP Psychology course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and 

scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings. Students are 

exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with each of the 

major subfields wit in psychology. They also learn about eh ethics and methods 

psychologist use in their science and practice. 

 
Course Outline 
The following major units of study will be covered during the semester of the school 

year. The outline is a basic guide. It is not intended as an all-inclusive list of topics. 

 

Course Objectives 
1. understand psychology as a science, including the techniques used and 

psychological perspectives 

2. demonstrate knowledge of the mind-body connection, including sensory 

processes and development 

3. explore thought, including learning, memory, cognition, and intelligence 

4. evaluate theories of personality, motivation, and emotion in the development of 

self 

5. survey maladaptive behavior, stress, and adjustment 

6. connect the power of the situation to individual behavior 

 
Textbook 
Myers, David, Myers’ Psychology second edition for AP 

 

Plagiarism 
It is illegal to reproduce someone else’s expression of ideas or information without 

permission. It does not matter if the form or content of the original has been altered—as 

long as any material can be shown to be substantially similar to the original, it may be 

considered a violation of the Copyright Act. Students who plagiarize will be disciplined 

and will receive a zero for their work. 

 
Grading Policy 
A=90 

B=80 

C=70 

D=60 

 

 



Assessment Practices 
Unit Test---50 multiple-choice questions and one free response 

Reading Quiz—at least 3 every week using multiple-choice format or short answer 

Unit Vocabulary 

 
Projects  
Naturalistic Observation 

Each student completes a 15-minue observation of a human participant in a naturalistic 

setting. The purpose is to familiarize student with this method, to improve their powers of 

observation, and to help them distinguish between subjective and objective records. 

 

Availability for Extra Help:  I will be available for extra help before school or by 

appointment after school 

 

Makeup Work: All missed work and assessments are the responsibility of the student 

when they are absent form school. A student who is absent on the class day before a 

regularly scheduled assessment will be responsible for completing the assignment on the 

regularly scheduled day and time. If a Reading Quiz is missed the student must turn in a 

COPY of their reading notes on the day they return. The teacher has the discretion to 

grant a longer period to make up work if there are extenuating circumstances. 

 

The AP Program 

From its inception 34 years ago, the AP Program has broadened to include more schools, 

students, and examinations than ever before. The Psychology program began in 1992 and 

has grown about 10-15% per year since, making it one of the most successful AP 

Programs ever. 

 

Each May, the AP Examinations are administered at Casa Grande Union High School 

and at other participating schools throughout the world. The examination will be two 

hours in length. The examination is a blend of 100 multiple choice questions and two 

required free-response essay questions specifically to measure the full range and depth of 

the students’ knowledge. 

 

The national exam’s cost is currently $96 plus. Begin saving for the opportunity to 

earn college credit NOW. 

 

Nationally, an average of 66% of all AP Psychology grades are 3 or higher. Our in-state 

colleges ASU, UA, NAU and CAC require a score of 4 or better.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading assignments for units of AP Psychology 
Unit 1             Methods, Approaches and History, Biological basis of behavior and 

statistical reasoning 

Dates: 2 Weeks 

Key Questions: What is psychology 

      What are its goals 

      How dependable is psychological information 

     How do nerve cells operate and communicate      

     Does the glandular system affect behavior 

 

Unit 2  Developmental Psychology 

  Dates: 2 Weeks 

  Key Questions: What can newborn babies do 

        How do children learn to think 

        How do we develop morals and values 

        What happens psychologically during adulthood 

 

 

Unit 3   Perception, Sensation and States of Consciousness 

  Dates: 3 weeks 

  Key Questions: In general, how do sensory systems functions 

       How do we perceive colors 

       How is it possible to see depth and judge distance 

       Is extrasensory perception possible  

  

Unit 4   Learning, Memory, Thinking/Language, Intelligence 

  Date: 5 weeks 

  Key Questions: What is an altered state of consciousness 

       Are there different stages of sleep 

       What is learning 

        Does conditioning affect emotion 

 

Unit 5  Motivation and Emotion 

  Date: 2 weeks 

  Key Questions:  What is motivation  

        How do psychologist explain emotions 

 

Unit 6   Personality, Psychological disorders, Therapy 

  Date: 2 Weeks 

  Key Questions: How do psychologists use the term personality 

       What do behaviorists emphasize in their approach 

        What is a personality disorder 

        Is Freudian psychoanalysis still used 

Unit 7   Social Psychology  

  Date: 2 Weeks 

  Key Questions: How does group membership affect individual behavior 


